the brain and in the various cisterns. In the posterior fossa it is first projected in a posteroanterior direction, leading to such phenomena as papilkedema, and later laterally, when the hearing is affected. It cannot, in man or in dogs, be transmitted directly into the internal ear spaces, but it has been shown that such increase in the lateral cistern, when all escape routes have been blocked by swelling or movement of the brain, can partly or wholly occlude the internal auditory artery as it enters the meatus and lead to cochlear aneemia. In some cases of acoustic neuroma there was a contralateral cochlear deafness as well as an ipsilateral nerve deafness.
By clinical investigation and experimental confirmation valuable information has been gained about the mechanics of intracranial pressure and how it may affect the cochlea and its function. Epidemiology is defined as a study of the laws governing the distribution of disease in the community. The value of the discipline in noncommunicable disease as well as in communicable disease is clearly shown in these contributions. This book is a report on a conference held in December 1960. It illustrates the diversity of approaches successfully applied to the study of the nervous system during recent years. Of three papers by electron microscopists, one deals with the glia (Luse), one with myelin formation (Robertson), and one with membranes in general (Fern&andez-Moran). All chapters on metabolism emphasize the differences between brain and other tissues; those on glucose metabolism (Chain), protein metabolism (Richter) and metabolism of the myelin sheath (McCaman) cover the more general aspects, whereas specialized problems are dealt with in chapters on amines (Axelrod, Kety), y-aminobutyric acid (Roberts), lipid-lipid interactions (Rapport) and phosphatidic acid (Hokin & Hokin). Effects of drugs (Quastel) and of electrical stimulation in vitro (McIlwain) on metabolic events are discussed, and so are a number of abnormalities in metabolism which form the basis of certain diseasesmaple syrup disease, diffuse sclerosis, and lipidoses (Menkes, Austin, Lees); an important advance in the study of phenylketonuria is its experimental production in monkeys (Waisman). Two papers are written from the viewpoint of the physical chemist (Szent-Gyorgyi and Cotzias & Borg), and another describes a protein chemist's successful isolation, from nerves and electric organs, of the compound responsible for the binding of certain drugs which have pharmacological effects on these tissues (Ehrenpreis). The last chapters deal with the interaction of hormones and the brain, an extensive survey on the experimental aspects (Harris) being followed by two short clinical papers (Hamburg and Elmadjian).
The success of some of the novel approaches to the physiology and pathology of the nervous system will make fascinating reading for a large medical and scientific public.
MARTHE VOGT
Cancer of the Female Reproductive Organs by Alfred I Sherman MD pp 338 illustrated £5 3s 6d Saint Louis: C VMosby 1963 London: Henry Kimpton The author of this textbook has set out to bring together in as clear and as concise a form as possible 'the knowledgeable data related to cancer of the female reproductive organs' and to try and show why there are differences in the treatment of various forms of gynecological cancer.
The book opens with a brief discussion of the nature of malignancy which is followed by an extensive chapter on the source of radioactivity and the effect of radiation on malignant and normal cells. These details, of undoubted interest to the enthusiastic radiotherapist, prepare the way for the author's preference in the treatment of gynaecological cancer. In the succeeding chapters on carcinoma of the uterine cervix and cancer of the body of the uterus he discusses the value of treatment by radiotherapy in extenso but devotes relatively little space to surgical treatment. Consequently there are omissions of details in surgical techniques which would be apparent to those who have devoted more time to surgery than to radiotherapy as a method of treatment.
It is not clear in the text, owing to lack of statistical evidence, how the author arrives at the conclusions that radiotherapy has more to offer than surgery in the treatment of cervical cancer and so much to offer in the treatment of carcinoma of the body of the uterus.
Smaller chapters are devoted to other varieties of gynecological cancer with a full bibliography at the end of each chapter.
The book is presented with clarity in chapter titles, in subheadings and in diagrammatic illustrations. It should find a place on the bookshelf of every experienced discerning gynecologist.
W HAWKSWORTH

Modern Trends in Human Reproductive Physiology -1 edited by H M Carey MSC FRCS pp ix +373 illustrated 75s
London: Butterworths 1963 This book is well up to the standard set by others in the same series. It is not intended to be an exhaustive review of the whole field and it does not attempt to cover every aspect of human reproductive physiology, but it gives an excellent survey of those subjects which are developing most rapidly. It covers the hypothalamic control of the pituitary gland, the pituitary sex hormones and the steroid hormones of the ovary, the relationship of the thyroid and adrenal glands and of the cardiovascular and renal systems to pregnancy and modifications in the mechanism of blood coagulation in pregnancy. There are sections on the foetal metabolism of sex steroids, lipoid metabolism, the amniotic fluid, myometrial activity and the mechanics of labour. The placental exchange of oxygen and carbon dioxide, the acid-base balance, the changes in respiratory and cardiovascular systems and the foetal heart rate are reviewed. The book is compact, uniform and well written and there is a useful selection of references at the end of each chapter. A C CROOKE Hals-Nasen-Ohren-Heilkunde Vol II Part 2 Kehlkopf Sprachstorungen edited by Prof Dr med J Berendes pp xv +604 illustrated DM 162 Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1963 This part of the manual deals with the larynx and with speech defects in all their various aspects. There is also a special chapter on ENT conditions found in the tropics and sub-tropics, including advice about fitness for service in these regions, by Jaffe of Hamburg. This will be of especial value to those who are called upon to certify the suitability of would-be immigrants, but have no personal experience in the tropics. I have, in the past, had difficulty in extracting this information from English textbooks.
A chapter by Professor Wustrow on branchial fistulas and cysts and congenital fistulas of the ear and neck plus laryngoceles is remarkable for the clarity of the illustrations and the explanation of the mechanics of their development, as well as for the advice given on surgical technique. The attempt to differentiate between defects of 'language' and of speech in the last chapter is intriguing. In the chapter on the diagnosis of laryngeal tumours, two new methods of examination are described, which are not to my knowledge yet used in this country: laryngendoscopy, by the use of a special endoscope (E Muller) and laryngeal microscopy (Kleinsasser).
There is no condition of the larynx, however rare, which does not get at least a mention in the other chapters by leading members of the profession in Germany. The book can therefore be designated as a standard of reference. There is an adequate register covering both parts of Volume II. G GRUNBERGER Surgery in World War II: Thoracic Surgery, Volume I edited by Frank B Berry MD pp xxiv + 394 illustrated Washington D C: Office ofthe Surgeon General, Department ofthe Army 1963 The collection and presentation of the information in this volume has been a herculean task and the editors must be congratulated on the readable way this mass of information is presented.
It is a most frank history of the management of thoracic casualties in the United States forces in World War II, from inefficient beginnings, when British experience was of the greatest help, to the fully developed treatment and rehabilitation service which existed at the end of the war. This service was responsible for the reduction of the fatality rates for thoracic wounds from 560% overall in World War I to 5 % in American Forces in World War II. (As separate North African and European theatres are considered in detail there is necessarily some repetition.)
The importance of early correction of physiological effects of the wound by the simplest methods and the definitive treatment in special units where much better results are obtained, are all stressed and a considerable portion of the volume is given to a full account of rehabilitation.
It is a pity that this history has been so long in appearing, now that thoracic surgery has advanced so much farther; but it is a book of great value to all who practise thoracic and traumatic surgery, and its continuation in Volume II is awaited with interest.
IAN M HILL
